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da\s of Cicero" ,   then he gave himself up to his thoughts

" I'll send this article to the Prague Times" he said to him-
self, " and just you wait, my revered colleagues, and see \vhat
a stir it will make ' It's lucky for me that this religious epidemic
has broken out just now ' It will make it a very topical little
article The papers will say, ' That youthful savant, Dr
Blahous, has just published a penetrating study,3 etc Then
I'll be given the Assistant Professorship, and old Regner will
burst with fury "

Whereupon the youthful savant rubbed his wrinkled hands
until the bones cracked blithely, and again began to write.
When towards evening his landlady came to inquire what he
would like for supper, he was already on the sixtieth page,
among the Fathers of the Church At ele\en o'clock (and
page 115) he had arrived at his own definition of the idea of
religion, Vhich differed from his predecessor's by precisely one
word After this he dealt succinctly with the methods of the
exact science of religion (with a few shrewd hits at his oppon-
ents), and so brought to an end the bnef introduction to his
little article

Shortly after midnight our lecturer wrote the following
passage " It happens that quite recently various phenomena
of a religious and occult character have occurred which de-
serve the attention of the exact science of religion Although
its main purpose is undoubtedly to study the religious customs
of nations long since extinct, nevertheless even the living
present can afford the modern [Dr. Blahous underlined the
word] student numerous data which mutatis mutandis throw a
certain light on cults long vanished, which can only be the
subject of conjecture "

Then, with the aid of newspaper reports and evidence given
verbally., he gave a description of Kuzendism, in which he
found traces of fetish-worship and even totemisrn (the dredge
being made a sort of Totem God of Stechovice). In the case